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Last weekend I had the opportunity to go to the Eastern Zone Meeting in Fort
Lauderdale. We were able to attend the two meetings on Saturday and a lunch afterwards
at the International Swimming Hall of Fame.

The first meeting we attended was the Zone Tech Planning Meeting. Some of the
major topics that we discussed were, adding a “D” final to Super Sectionals, the amount
of non-swimmers that could be on the pool deck at Age Group Zones, and the dates for
the upcoming meets. For the “D” final at Sectionals, it was decided that there would be
one for 18 & under athletes inly if there are over 600 athletes. For the number of non-
swimmers on deck, it was decided that each LSC would receive 10 passes that they could
use for coaches and chaperons. Finally it was proposed that the Age Group Zone meet
become more like sectional in that athletes come to the meet with their team instead of
their LSC.

The second meeting was the general zone meeting. This meeting began with a
presentation by Jim Fox from USA swimming who spoke about the new Swim Today
program which will help the influx of new swimmer after the Olympics find clubs and
swim schools. I feel that this new program along with the Olympics will help our sport
and bring in a new generation of athletes. Also during the meeting, it was decided that
Northern Sectionals for next winter will be held in Buffalo. Also I found out that the Erie
Community College pool is being renovated and the air quality issues should be resolved
by then. Furthermore, it was also decided that Sectionals next March will be Long
Course. Finally, it was decided that next years meeting will be held in Fort Lauderdale
again.

After the meeting we were able to go to the International Swimming Hall of Fame
where we had the chance to listen to a presentation given by Lynn Sherr about her new
book, Swim: Why We Love the Water. I really enjoyed he talk because it was extremely
relatable and fun to listen to.

I would like to thank Bud and the rest of the Board for a great first year as Athlete
Rep.


